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Launch of the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) 2026

The Responsible Nations Index (RNI) was formally launched on 19 January 2026 at
the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New Delhi, marking an important moment
in contemporary global policy discourse. The launch was held in collaboration with Dr.
Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New Delhi. Conceived and developed by the World
Intellectual Foundation (WIF), in collaboration with Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
and methodologically validated by the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Mumbai, the
RNI introduces a new framework for assessing nations—not by power or prosperity alone, but
by responsibility towards citizens, the environment, and the international community.

The launch brought together an eminent gathering of policymakers, jurists, economists,
academicians, and global thought leaders. More than a ceremonial unveiling, the event
represented the culmination of a multi-year academic and policy exercise, as well as the
beginning of a broader global conversation on ethical governance, stewardship, and
accountability in an increasingly fragmented world. The session received an encouraging
response, drew a large audience, and garnered coverage from multiple media houses.

High-Level Expert Roundtable Conference

Preceding the public launch, a closed-door High-Level Expert Roundtable
Conference was convened as part of the conceptual journey of the Responsible Nations Index.
It took place in Conference Hall 2 of DAIC. The roundtable served as a reflective space for
interdisciplinary engagement, bringing together scholars and practitioners from diverse fields
such as public policy, economics, law, public health, climate studies, governance, and
international relations.

The discussions focused on redefining responsibility in the context of global
interdependence. Participants deliberated on how national decisions increasingly generate
cross-border consequences, and why responsibility must be understood not merely as intent,
but as measurable outcomes of governance choices. The roundtable consciously avoided
power-centric frameworks, instead emphasising ethics, restraint, accountability, and care for
the global commons. Insights from these deliberations directly informed the conceptual
foundations and normative orientation of the RNI.

Panel Discussion on Responsibility and Global Governance

A major highlight of the launch proceedings was a panel discussion led by Shri N. K.
Singh, Chairman of the Fifteenth Finance Commission of India. The session began with
the introduction of the panel by Col. Akash Patil, Director, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre,
who guided the proceedings throughout. The panel examined responsibility as a practical
principle of governance—spanning fiscal prudence, institutional credibility, cooperative
federalism, and international engagement. Shri N. K. Singh underscored that in today’s
interconnected world, responsible governance is essential not only for domestic stability but
also for sustaining global trust.

The discussion was enriched by contributions from other distinguished panelists, who
reflected on responsibility in the domains of economic governance, development pathways,
and multilateral cooperation. An important international perspective was offered by Prof.




Edouard Hossun, who situated the Responsible Nations Index within wider global debates on
multilateralism, development asymmetries, and ethical leadership. The panel collectively
reinforced the idea that responsibility is no longer a moral abstraction, but a necessary condition
for sustainable global order.

Addresses at the Formal Launch

The formal launch ceremony featured a series of thoughtful addresses by eminent
national leaders and academic figures. Shri Ram Nath Kovind Ji, Hon’ble Former President
of India, reflected on the ethical foundations of public life and the enduring relevance of
responsibility in governance. He emphasised that true leadership is defined not by dominance,
but by service to people, institutions, and humanity.

Justice Arun Kumar Mishra, former Judge of the Supreme Court of India, spoke on
constitutional morality, accountability, and the rule of law as integral to responsible state
behaviour. Prof. Santishree D. Pandit, Vice Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University,
highlighted the role of universities and intellectual institutions in shaping normative global
discourse. Prof. Manoj Kumar Tiwari, Director of [IM Mumbai, reflected on the importance
of methodological rigour and evidence-based evaluation in redefining global leadership
metrics, while Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, former Governor, spoke on ethics, inclusion, and India’s
civilisational commitment to global welfare.

A Beginning, Not a Conclusion

The launch of the Responsible Nations Index represents not an endpoint, but the
beginning of a sustained intellectual and policy engagement. By placing responsibility at the
centre of global evaluation, the RNI seeks to reorient international conversations away from
dominance and competition, and towards care, fairness, and long-term thinking. Through
continued dialogue, research, and reflection, the Index aspires to contribute meaningfully to
shaping a more accountable, cooperative, and humane global order.
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NEW DELHI: India ranks 16th glo-
bally on a new index measuring
how responsibly countries exer-
cise power, placing it ahead of
major economies including the
US (22nd), China (42nd) and
Russia (55th),

The Responsible Nations
Index, launched by the Delhi-
based World Intellectual Forum
on Monday, assessed 154 coun-
tries across three pillars: internal
responsibility (governance and
citizen welfare), environmental
stewardship, and international
conduct. Singapore topped the
rankings, followed by Switzer-
land and Denmark.

“This is not a scoreboard that
increases competition but a mir-
ror of morality reflecting
whether countries are doing jus-
tice to their citizens,” former
president Ram Nath Kovind said

at the launch at Dr Ambedkar

International Centre,
India scored 0.55151 on the
composite index developed over
three years by the foundation in
collaboration with Jawaharlal
Nehru University, with what the
foundation claimed was meth-
odological validation.by the
Indian Institute of Management,
Mumbai. The framework opera-
tionalises the three pillars
through seven dimensions, 15
aspects and 58 indicators to eval-
uate how nations govern, man-
age environmental resources
and engage internationally.
The index covers all seven
World Bank regions and four
income groups, enabling compari-
sons across development contexts,
India's performance reflects
strengths and constraints. The
reportnotes challenges in internal
responsibility related to govern-
ance scale and service delivery.
However, the country scores
higher on external responsibility,
particularly in peacekeeping oper-

ations and international coopera-
tion. Environmental responsibility
remains an area of constraint,
reflecting trade-offs between
development and sustainability
goals. ‘

“Prosperity without responsi-
bility is unsustainable. RN seeks
to encourage ethical governance,
humane development and global
stewardship,” WIF founder
Sudhanshu Mittal said.

The launch included an expert
panel discussion chaired by N K
Singh, chairman of the 15th
Finance Commission. Panellists
included Prachi Mishra, professor
of economics and director at the
Isaac Centre for Public Policy,
Ashoka University; Laveesh Bhan-
dari, president and senior fellow at
the Centre for Social and Eco-
nomic Progress; and Neelkanth
Mishra, chief economist at Axis
Bank and head of global research
at Axis Capital.

Justice (retd) Arun Kumar
Mishra spoke on the mission of
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WIF and the relevance of the
index. Addresses were also deliv-
ered by Santishree D Pandit, vice-
chancellor of JNU, and Manoj
Kumar Tiwari, director of IIM
Mumbai. Edouard Husson, former
vice-chancellor of the University of
Paris, presented insights from a
closed-door expert roundtable
held earlier in the day.

European countries dominated
the top rankings, reflecting gov-
ernance systems, welfare delivery
and environmental policies cap-
tured by the framework. Several
emerging economies scored
strongly on specific dimensions
suchas peacekeeping, renewable
eneigyadoption and welfar'e deliv-
ery.

WIF described the release as the
start ofa global conversation, posi-
tioning the index as a policy tool
rather than a competitive ranking,
Future editions will refine indica-
tors and expand dialogue with
governments and international
organisations.
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India Launches Responsible Nations Index: All About The New Global Framework

Reported by: Shivam Sharma | Updated Jan 19, 2026, 20:42 IST

The event featured keynote speeches from prominent figures, including former President Ram Nath Kovind, and
discussions among esteemed economists and scholars.
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The RNI is an innovative academic initiative that defines how responsible a country is, not only towards

its own citizens but also towards all of humanity and the environment.
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India today marked an intellectual and policy milestone with the formal launch of
the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre,
New Delhi, under the aegis of the World Intellectual Foundation (WIF). The Index
offers a alobal framework to assess nations not merelv bv economic strenath or
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| The Responsible Nations Index (RNI), developed by the World
Intellectual Foundation, evaluates 154 countries based on responsibility
toward citizens, other nations, and the environment, moving beyond
traditional metrics like GDP or the Happiness Index. India ranks 16th
globally.
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Shri Ram Nath Kovind

Former President Ramnath Kovind launched the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) in New Delhi today. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr Kovind said that RNI is an important index which focuses on promoting responsible behaviour of
countries towards humanity. Mr Kovind also underlined the importance of ethical governance, inclusive
development and moral reSpOnS\b\hly in shupmg a sustainable national and g!ObO\ future.

The Responsible Nations Index offers a pioneering global framework to assess nations not merely by economic
strength or geopolitical influence but by their responsibility towards citizens, the environment and the intellectual
community. The RNI is a global evaluative framework developed by the World Intellectual Foundation in academic
collaboration with the Jawaharlal Nehru University.
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Nations Index (RNI): A Global
Framework to Measure Responsibility
Beyond Power and Prosperity
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New Delhi | 19 January 2026: India today marked a significant intellectual and policy
milestone with the formal launch of the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) at the Dr.
Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi, under the aegis of the World Intellectual
Foundation (WIF). The Index offers a pioneering global framework to assess nations not
merely by economic strength or geopolitical influence, but by their responsibility towards
citizens, the environment, and the international community.
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India unveils Responsible Nations Index to redefine global measure of responsibility
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New Delhi :India today marked a significant intellectual and policy
milestone with the formal launch of the Responsible Nations Index (RNI)
at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi, under the aegis of
the World Intellectual Foundation (WIF). The Index offers a pioneering
global framework to assess nations not merely by economic strength or

aeopolitical influence. but by their responsibility towards citizens. the
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India today marked a significant intellectual and policy milestone with the formal
launch of the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) at the Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre, New Delhi, under the aegis of the World Intellectual
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